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established.1 " Wherefore, although there were many Apostles, yet in respect of the principate the See of the Prince of the Apostles alone has grown strong in authority."2 As the successor, then, of the chief of the Apostles, the Pope claimed a divine right of primacy.3 The decrees of councils would have no force " without the authority and consent of the Apostolic See."4 Appeals might be made to the Pope against the decisions even of the Patriarch of Constantinople, and such decisions might be reversed by sentence of the Papal court.5 All bishops, moreover, even the patriarchs, were subject to correction and punishment by the Pope, if guilty of heresy or uncanonical proceedings. "If any fault is discovered in a bishop, I know of no one who is not subject to the Apostolic See," Gregory wrote.6 "If any of the four patriarchs-^ad-.done such a thing," he wrote again to a bishop who had di^beyed his orders,7 "such contumacy could not have been pjassed over without the gravest scandal." "As regards the (( Constantinople/3 he said once more,8 " who can doulft thai subject to the Apostolic See ? Why, both our Most BelJ Lord the Emperor, and our brother the Bishop of Constant continually acknowledge it."                                       '
While thus claiming for the Eoman See an authority^ was   coextensive   with   Christendom,   Gregory,   nevertheless!^ taught that such authority ought not to be exercised so .as to? interfere with the canonical rights of the several bishops. I defend my own rights," he wrote to the Bishop of Carl " so I am careful to observe the rights of the different Chu And again,10 " Unless each single bishop has his own1 juris reserved to him, what else is done but that ecclesiastical o| confounded by us through whom it ought to be fpreser He seems to have regarded the See of Peter as, e        _ supreme only in the sense of possessing the right to <?Wrect all transgressors and to ensure that the independent bishops
1 Epp. v. 37; vii. 37.                                                      2 Ibid. vii. 37.
3  Ibid. iii. 30:   "Apostolica sedes Deo auctore cunctis praelata constat ecclesiis."
4  Ibid. ix. 156.    A Pope could also by his own authority annul the acts of a synod (ibid. v. 39, 41, 44).
5  See above, p. 203 sqy.
6  Ibid. ix. 27.                       7 Ibid. ii. 50.                       8 Ibid. ix. 26. 9 Ibid. ii. 52.                        " Ibid. xi. 24.
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